Declassmed in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release @n50 -Yr 2013/12/18 CIA RDP73-00475R000200960001-0

(N

o

STAT

\

Q

“ALLEN -

| REP ORT .
 Inside IVasbington S

By ROBERT 8, ALLEN and PAUL SCOTT .

LAY \YLUNY osMAR

IVvN'w

AN 9 Vv

SCOTT |

Wrecking Europe Space Plans

" WASHINGTON — Prime Min-

ister Wilson Is beginning to act
quite a bit like President de
Gaulle when it comes to Eu
‘rope's space program,

While preparing to negotinte
Rritain's long-stalled entry into
the Europcan Common Market,
Wilgon is ' covertly Uhreatening
to wreck Europe's space plans
by wilhdrawing Britaln from
that undertaking, reputedly be-
cause of rising costs and slow
progress.

In this move to scuttle the all-
Eurnpean  project, Wilson ap-
paremtly is getting considerable
enconragement from De.Gaulle.

The Issne  immediately  at
stake Is Britain's share in Fu-

“ropa 1. a three-stage launch ve-
hicle designed to orbit comnmun-
Ication satellites.

‘This space vehicle is hrinn de-

'

veloped for ELDO, the Euro-
pean__ Launcher  Deveclopment

Organization sct up In 1961 with
Australia, Belgium, Brltain,
.France, Italy, the Nctherlands
jand West Germany .as particl-
: pants. . y
: FACE PROBLEMS
: T terse’ notices sant to the
. other membhers, the Wilson gov-
,ernment has indicated that fol-
lowing the impending clection,
“Britain will *feconsider the -fi-
nancial and  commercial as-
pects” of the project and may
be compelled to withdraw be-
causc of the soarihg costs and
lagging progress., :
‘Under the European (space

agrecment, Britain Is paying 39
per cent of the costs, which or-
iginally were to have beon
around $196 million. Current es-
timates put them at more than
$400 million — twice as much,

U. S. space authorllics anticl-
pated that Europa I should be
ready by the end of this year,
But devclopment has fallen be-
hind by two years, and it is now
believed a wvchicle cannot be
complcted before 1968.

.. DEAD END

Without Britain’s support and
large contribution, the project
is likely to wind up on the
scrap heap, as it Is centered
around Britain's development
of the Bive Streak missile ~—
that country’s only entry in the
“blg ‘missile” race -with the
1.5, and Russia.

Already successfully fired at
the Australia test range, the
Blue Streak Is to be used as
the first stage or booster rocket
for a three-stage space vehicle,
France I3 producing the second
stage, West Germany the third,
with Italy provldmg the calcl

Aite.

_ELDO came inlo exislénte
when Britain offered to con-
tinue_ development of the Blue
Streak for the jnlnt Fumpnan
space program.’

Withdrawal of this solid fuel
missile will kill the program es
no ‘platement Is beihg devel-
optd oh the Continent. France
has vigorously opposed ' pur-
chasing, a booster missile [ttom

. |are convinced De Gaulle 18 piil-|

the U.S., althoigh De Gaulle
is permitting his scientists to
carry out joint launchings of
satcllites with the U.S.

‘.«""

U.S. diplomats In Bonn reporl!

that West Germany is fearful
British withdrawal from tik»

space program will open the}

way for De Gaulle to press his
secret plang tn nepotiale 2
space aprcement with Russia,
He Is slated to po to Moscow
in late June or July.

‘In discussions with West Ger-
man diplomats n Paris, D2
Gaulle has twice dropped hints
that the time is ripe for France
to take the lcad In working out
major agreements with the Sn-
viet, starting with space and »
non-apggression pact,

CLEARING WAY

U.S. authorities have Informa-
tion that talks on the space
question already are underway
in Moscow and Paris.

French and Russian officials
reportedly ate formulating an
arrangement under which the
Soviet .would launch communi-
cation. satellites into orbit for
joint use with France, in.ex-
change for stratepic équipment
the Reds nced for their space
programs, .

Dr. Ger h ard '%rclmlha.uv
West Germany's minister for
sclenlific rescarch, flew to Lon-

1sonic aircraft, |

1in three hours of cach nther.

flieve it will ‘pot anywhere, be-

shift Britain's funds from th-
space’ program to the British:
French dcvciopmfnt of a super-

order tn win
the furlous three-way race wito
the U.S. and Russla,

The nation or tomhinatina of]
countries that produces the
first of these piant alrcraft will
be in a position to capture a
lion's share of the multi-million
doflar planc and travel busine:s
in the 1970s.

The supcrsonic plane will put
the capitals of the world with{

leader 13 encouraging wilson m‘

D2 Gaulle and Wilson are b-nt
on having a French-British arr-
craft blaze the way. The v
pean space: program |s fer
ondary to this grandiose Arcam.

VIET NAM FLASHES
Chester Roning, Canada's vet-
cron China expert, Is on an un.
announced  mISEIAN N VAL
Nam. The 71-ycar-old retirec
diplomat, who hcaded the Ca-
nadian delegation at the Ge.
neva - confercnce o Lans in
161-62, I8 reputedly secking to
bring about a ccascfin
through the International Con-
trol. Commission. He Is =aid tc
be sounding out Saimon  and
ifanol on letting Canada, inr'.l:w'
and Poland, the three member:
of the commission, reconveno
the 1964 conference as a iorum‘
(or ceasc-firn talks.

Under Rening’s propasal, thd
three countries and represenla
tives of the Sonth and North
Viethamese governments wouk]l
conduct the discussions and. ind
vite Lans, Cambodia, the U.S.,
Rugela, Red China and the
Pritish to attend. The US. Is
fuictly supporting Roning's un-
dertaking, although President
Johnson reportedly - dorsn’t ho-

canse Hanol and Peiping wan!
to continue the war,

don last weck to make urgent
pleas that Britain continue in
the European space venture.
Following his rcturn- to Bonn
it wag learned that Steltenberg
in effect, pot nowhere. AH he
was able to obtain was a Brit
ish forcipn - affice - assurancd
that no decision would be madd
belore - the clection, - and :tha
the West German governmsn
wnuld be kept informed of Wi
gon's “thinking.”” . oo

U.S. Intgligerice authorities

ing the wires behind nritatns
thanenvering. , N
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